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Inventory No: SMV.14    

Historic Name: Somerville Historical Society 

Common Name:

Address: 1 Westwood Rd 

City/Town: Somerville 

Village/Neighborhood: Spring Hill 

Local No: 20; 1078 

Year Constructed: C 1925 

Architect(s): Dykeman, William A. 

Architectural Style(s): Colonial Revival 

Use(s): Museum 

Significance: Architecture; Community Planning; Education; Literature 

Area(s):
smv.ap: Westwood Road Historic District
SMV.AT: Westwood Road Historic District
SMV.AY: Somerville Multiple Resource Area

Designation(s):
Local Historic District (3/11/1985); Nat'l Register District 
(9/18/1989); Nat'l Register MRA (9/18/1989); Preservation 
Restriction (11/14/1986) 
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FORM B - BUILDING 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
80 BOYLSTON STREET 
BOSTON, MA 02116 

AREA FORM NO. 

h S o m e r v i l l e 

ress 

Sketch Map: Draw nap showing property's location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and/or 
geographical features. Indicate all buildings 
between inventoried property and nearest 
intersection(s). 
Indicate north 

One Westwood Road 

fcoric Name S o m e r v i l l e H i s t o r i c a l 

S o c i e t y 

Present educational/museum 

Original educational/museum 

CRIPTION 

1925-1929 

rce Museum r e c o r d s 

le F e d e r a l R e v i v a l 

litect W i l l i a m Dykeman 

Exterior Wall Fabric b r i c k 

Outbuildings none 

Major Alterations (with dates) none 

Condition good 

See A t t a c h e d A s s e s s o r ' s Map 

UTM REFERENCE 

USGS QUADRANGLE_ 

SCALE 

B o s t o n N o r t h 

1 : 2 5 , 0 0 0 0 

Moved no Date n/a 

Acreage l e s s than one a c r e 

Setting S h o r t r e s i d e n t i a l s t r e e t i n 

S p r i n g H i l l a r e a , o f f C e n t r a l , w e l l 

e s t a b l i s h e d neighborhood o f homes o f 

s u b s t a n t i a l s i z e 

Recorded by J r e t c h e n G. S c h u l e r 

Organization Mass. H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

Date September, 1988 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable) 

The S o m e r v i l l e H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y r e t a i n s i t s i n t e g r i t y o f l o c a t i o n , 
s e t t i n g , d e s i g n , m a t e r i a l s , w o r k m a n s h i p , f e e l i n g and a s s o c i a t i o n . I t i s 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y and h i s t o r i c a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t and f u l f i l l s C r i t e r i a A and 
C of t h e N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r o f H i s t o r i c P l a c e s a t t h e l o c a l l e v e l . 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the community. 

The S o m e r v i l i e H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y b u i l d i n g , w h i c h i s t h e H i s t o r i c a l 
S o c i e t y museum, i s a t w o - s t o r y F e d e r a l R e v i v a l S t y l e b u i l d i n g e x e c u t e d i n 
r e d b r i c k w i t h a s l a t e r o o f . The m a i n e x h i b i t i o n h a l l o f t h e Museum 
i n c l u d e s C h a r l e s B u l f i n c h ' s " F l y i n g D o u b l e S t a i r c a s e " , w h i c h B u l f i n c h 
d e s i g n e d a n d had b u i l t i n 1792 f o r J o s e p h B a r r e l l M a n s i o n ( l a t e r t h e 
M c L e a n A s y l u m ) i n e a s t S o m e r v i l l e . T h i s s t a i r c a s e was s a v e d f r o m 
d e m o l i t i o n i n 1892 by t h e Shaw f a m i l y o f W a y l a n d . I n t h e l a t e 1940s t h e 
S o c i e t y a c q u i r e d t h e S t a i r c a s e f r o m t h e Shaw s t a t e and moved i t t o t h e 
Museum. A l s o , t h e f r o n t s t e p s , d o o r s , and f o y e r w h i c h f o r m t h e Museum's 
main e n t r y a r e f r o m t h e C i t y ' s o r i g i n a l p u b l i c l i b r a r y ( r a z e d ) . 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the community. 

The S o c i e t y was f o u n d e d i n 1897 by S o m e r v i l l e p r o f e s s i o n a l s , b u s i n e s s m e n , 
and r e l i g i o u s , s o c i a l , c u l t u r a l , e d u c a t i o n a l and m u n i c i p a l l e a d e r s . Many 
o f t h e s e f o u n d i n g m e m b e r s w e r e d e s c e n d a n t s ' o f o r i g i n a l s e t t l e r s . 
I n c l u d e d among t h e f o u n d e r s w e r e C h a r l e s E l l i o t , S o m e r v i l l e C i t y 
E n g i n e e r ; W i l l i a m P r e b l e J o n e s , S o m e r v i l l e J o u r n a l E d i t o r ; E l m e r H. 
C a p e n , P r e s i d e n t o f T u f t s C o l l e g e ; S a m u e l W a l t e r F o s s , p o e t ; H e n r y 
H a d l e y , c o m p o s e r ; and J o h n A y e r , f o u n d e r o f t h e Bay S t a t e H i s t o r i c a l 
L e a g u e . From 1897 t o 1908 t h e S o c i e t y p u b l i s h e d " H i s t o r i c L e a v e s " a 
m u l t i v o l u m e m a g a z i n e w i t h e s s a y s on S o m e r v i l l e p l a c e s , names, p e o p l e , 
h i s t o r i c s i t e s , e t c . The " L e a v e s " were w r i t t e n by S o c i e t y members a n d 
e d i t e d by Sam W a l t e r F o s s . S i n c e 1898 t h e S o c i e t y has c o l l e c t e d e v i d e n c e 
and m a t e r i a l r e l a t i n g t o t h e h i s t o r y o f S o m e r v i l l e a n d i t s e n v i r o n s . 
A l s o , s i n c e 1898 t h e S o c i e t y has h o s t e d a l e c t u r e s e r i e s on l o c a l , s t a t e , 
and n a t i o n a l h i s t o r y . 

The b u i l d i n g s i t e i s t h e g e o g r a p h i c c e n t e r o f t h e community and was 
c h o s e n f o r i t s c e n t r a l l o c a t i o n . The Museum i s t h e o n l y c u l t u r a l 
f a c i l i t y c o n s t r u c t e d by t h e community s i n c e i t s f o u n d i n g as a town i n 
1842 . 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 

P l a n s f o r S o m e r v i l l e H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y B u i l d i n g ( B l u e p r i n t s ) : W i l l i a m 
Dykeman, A r c h i t e c t , 1925, S o m e r v i l l e H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y . 
H i s t o r i c L e a v e s : S o c i e t y members, 1898 t o 1908, S o m e r v i l l e H i s t o r i c a l S o c . 
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